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A Message from the Department Head. Welcome to the second issue of the an-

nual BMB newsletter. We are proud to highlight the achievements of our faculty 

and students over the past year. The department welcomed two new faculty mem-

bers and saw a variety of honors bestowed upon our faculty. Of particular note Dr. 

Ulrich Melcher was appointed as the fourth Regentôs Professor in the department. 

The department participated in and hosted numerous activities throughout the 

year, including the DASNR Day at the Capital, a very special reception honoring 

Dr. Roger E. Koeppe, the Faculty Award Recognition Reception, and the Under-

graduate Awards Reception held in conjunction with the Spring 2009 Commence-

ment. Forty-two students earned their Bachelor of Science Degrees, and three students were awarded 

Ph.D. degrees. Our students received a host of awards and honors recognizing excellence in scholarship 

and research. In the upcoming year, we are focusing efforts to connect with alumni and are excited to 

learn more about the lives and careers of our graduates who have made this a vital department.                                               

       Gary A. Thompson, Professor and Head  

Dr. Roger E. Koeppe Honored and Remembered  

Professor Emeritus Roger E. Koeppe joined the department of biochemistry in 

1959 and served as the fourth head of the department from 1963 to the time of his 

retirement in 1990. Dr. Koeppe died on May 16, 2009. 

Dr. Koeppe was recently honored with a resolution naming the seminar room in 

the Jess L. and Miriam A. Stevens wing of the Noble Research Center as the 

Roger E. Koeppe Seminar Room in recognition for his for his 28 years of leader-

ship as head of our department. The resolution was presented to Mrs. Norma 

Koeppe during the 2009 Koeppe endowed lectureship in April, which featured a 

seminar by Dr. Guoyao Wu, a renowned animal nutrition professor and biochemist 

at Texas A&M University.  

Born on May 2, 1922 in Kalangsu, Amoy, China, Dr. Koeppe attended Hope College in Holland, Mich. 

where he graduated cum laude in 1944 with an A.B. degree in Chemistry. After serving two years in the 

Army, Dr. Koeppe attended graduate school at the University of Illinois where he earned a M.S. in Chem-

istry in 1947 and a Ph.D. in Biochemistry in 1950. After climbing the academic ranks at the University of 

Tennessee Medical School in Memphis from 1952-1959, Dr. Koeppe joined the department of biochemis-

try at OSU as an associate professor and was promoted to professor in 1960.  

Dr. Koeppeôs research focused on intermediary metabolism and its control, with special interest in the me-

tabolism of glutamate and related compounds in mammalian liver and brain. He directed the research of 

22 graduate students who received M.S. and Ph.D. degrees and was the Oklahoma Academy of Sciences 

Award of Merit recipient as the Oklahoma Scientist of the Year in 1989. 

Mrs. Norma Koeppe lives in Stillwater where they raised a family of five outstanding children: Roger II, 

Mary, Sarah, Edwin, and Peter.   



Award Winning BMB Faculty  

Dr. Ulrich Melcher is appointed  

Regents Professor  

Dr. Melcher joined the elite group of OSU professors when he was ap-

pointed to the rank of Regents Professor. This honor recognizes him as a 

scholar of exceptional ability who has achieved national and international 

distinction. Dr. Melcher is the fourth faculty member of our department to 

earn this distinction, joining Dr. Margaret Essenberg, Dr. Chang-An Yu and 

Dr. Andrew Mort. According to the OSU website, the university established 

the rank of Regents Professor in 1971 as ñthe most prestigious rank that 

may be attained in recognition of scholarly accomplishments by faculty in 

the Oklahoma State University system.ò Dr. Melcher also holds the Robert 

J. Sirny Memorial Endowed Professorship in Agricultural Biochemistry.  

Dr. Sharon Ford wins the  

Exemplary Faculty Award  

Dr. Ford was awarded CASNRôs 

Exemplary Faculty Award, which 

is determined by alumni surveys. 

Alumni were asked if there was 

ña faculty member, teacher or 

advisor who made a significant 

contribution to your success in 

college and beyond.ò Of the 50 

faculty identified in the survey, 

Dr. Ford was one of the 12 re-

cipients of this award. 

Dr. Robert Matts receives the Sarkeys Distinguished 

Professorship  

Dr. Robert Matts was awarded the Sarkeys Distinguished Professorship in Agricul-

tural Science in July 2008. Sarkeys Distinguished Professorships are presented by 

the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources to recognize professors 

who make outstanding contributions to agricultural sciences and who have achieved 

a significant level of excellence at OSU. As leaders in key areas of science and edu-

cation, Sarkeys Distinguished Professors serve as role models for other scientists at 

the university and throughout the profession. Dr. Chang-An Yu is among previous 

holders of the Sarkeys Distinguished Professorship in the department. 
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Dr. Patricia Ayoubi: OSU 

Award of Excellence  

Dr. Ayoubi received the OSU 

Award of Excellence for Ad-

visement at the OSU Fall Con-

vocation. She was one of 

seven recipients of this award 

for 2008. This is her second 

award for excellence in advis-

ing, having earned the Agricul-

tural Ambassadorôs Out-

standing Advisor Award in April 

2008.  



Dr. Rita Miller  

Dr. Rita Miller joined the department as an assistant professor of  biochemistry and mo-

lecular biology in August 2008. Before coming to Stillwater, Dr. Miller was an assistant 

professor in the Department of Biology at the University of Rochester. She earned a B.S. 

from Michigan State University and a Ph.D. in cell biology from Northwestern University 

Medical School in Chicago. Dr. Miller worked as a National Institutes of Health Postdoc-

toral Fellow with Dr. Mark Rose in the Department of Molecular Biology at Princeton Uni-

versity. Dr. Millerôs research interests involve the cytoskeleton and post-translational 

mechanisms that regulate positioning of the mitotic spindle in yeast. Rita and Mike have 

two children: Anna and Sarah, ages 12 and 4.  

Dr. Randy Allen  

Dr. Randy Allen joined the OSU biochemistry faculty as the Sitlington Chair in Agricultural 

Biosciences and professor of biochemistry and molecular biology. Dr. Allen moved his 

research program from Texas Tech University and is the inaugural faculty member of the 

Institute for Agricultural Biosciences to be located adjacent to the Samuel Roberts Noble 

Foundation in Ardmore. 

Dr. Allen received a B.A. from Southwestern Adventist College and an M.A. in Biology at 

University of Texas-Arlington. He earned a Ph.D. at Texas A&M University and worked as 

a postdoctoral associate with Dr. Roger Beachy at Washington University in St. Louis. Dr. 

Allenôs  research interests include the analysis of the regulatory mechanisms that control the expression of 

genes in response to environmental signals, especially those involved in stress tolerance. Randy and Jane 

have two children: Eric is working toward a Ph.D. in Paleontology at Iowa State University and Sarah is at 

Texas Tech studying Speech and Language Pathology. 

  

 

Each year the Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Graduate 

Student Association (BMBGSA) strives to support graduate 

students and the department through cooperation and leader-

ship. The association is active in departmental decisions and 

provides input to the Graduate and Professional Student Gov-

ernment Association. The BMBGSA sponsored something new 

this year, the graduate student run journal club, which provides 

an opportunity for critical scientific discussion among the gradu-

ate students.   

The BMBGSA organized and conducted the 5
th
 annual Graduate 

Research in the Biological Sciences Symposium that was held at the Noble Research Center on September 

18-19, 2008. The symposium featured 22 oral and 13 poster presentations by students and keynote speak-

ers Dr. Paul DeAngelis, OU Health Sciences, and National Academy of Sciences members Dr. Richard 

Dixon, Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, and Dr. Brian Larkins, University of Arizona. 

Welcome To Oklahoma State University!  

The BMBGSA Officers - (front) Veenita Grover, 
TeeCie West, Yue Han, Nazia Tabassum, (rear) 
Sudhakar Voruganti, Tao Ding, Xin ñJustinò Zeng,  
Jason Davenport  
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Delta Nu Alpha  

Delta Nu Alpha (Biochemistry Club) is a social fraternity that provides under-

graduate students in the department additional opportunities to explore and 

enrich their experiences in the biochemistry degree program. The organiza-

tion participated in various activities throughout the year including philan-

thropic activities such as Into the Streets and Relay for Life. Members also 

provide service to the community as volunteers at the Humane Society of Still-

water and the Stillwater Medical Center. Delta Nu Alpha  members took sev-

eral field trips in the spring to the Science Museum of Oklahoma, the Tulsa 

and Oklahoma City Zoos, and the Jenks Aquarium. Delta Nu Alpha also pro-

vided the staff and faculty with food and drinks to show their appreciation for 

their efforts and hard work.  

Keeping up with the Essenbergs  

Drs. Margaret and Richard Essenberg, currently enjoying life in Eugene, Oregon, 

have recently touched base with the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biol-

ogy. Margaret, a former Department Head and Regents Professor Emerita, is active 

in the Womenôs Choral Society serving as co-president. She sings her heart away in 

three choirs and plays the continuo in the Baroque group. Margaret also takes pleas-

ure in growing flowers in her sunlit flowerbeds. Richard, Professor Emeritus, plays in 

a band, two orchestras, and three chamber groups.  

In August, they traveled with friends to the Grand Canyon. While in the southwest, 

they visited Santa Fe with their group, Five Finger Baroque, where they played at res-

taurants and completed a studio recording. We wish Margaret and Richard the best of 

luck in whatever journey life brings them. 

Saying Goodbye to Dr.  

Joanna Ledford   

Dr. Joanna Ledford, a valued 

member of the department and 

OSU community, retired in Janu-

ary 2009. Dr. Ledfordôs passion 

and commitment to undergradu-

ate education, especially under-

graduate research, was often 

demonstrated through her service 

as an advisor and coordinator of numerous research 

projects and grants. Among her many activities, she 

served as the coordinator for the Howard Hughes Un-

dergraduate Education Programs from 1998 to 2009; 

the Oklahoma Partners for Biological Sciences from 

1995-1998; and the NSF-sponsored Research Experi-

ences for Undergraduates from 1989-1991.  

Delta Nu Alpha members partici-
pating in the OSU Relay for Life  

BMB Outstanding Senior  

Ilya òElió Sluch  

Ilya ñEliò Sluch was selected by the 

faculty as the 2009 Biochemistry 

Outstanding Senior. Eli received 

two B.S. degrees in biochemistry 

and in chemistry from the Honors 

College in the 2009 OSU spring 

commencement. He is a 2006 

graduate of the Oklahoma School 

of Science and Mathematics and the son of Mikhail 

Sluch and Yulia Soloviova of Stillwater. Eli is also a 

Goldwater Scholar, a Wentz Scholar, and a recipient 

of the Paul F. Kruse Award. He will be pursuing a 

medical degree from the University of Oklahoma 

Health Sciences Center and plans to earn a Ph.D. 

degree.  


